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About the Luncheons 
Beginning February 16, non-members 
will be charged $2.00 for admission to 
the galleries at the N. Y. luncheon-dis- 








cussions. Admission for members will 
remain at $1.00. In order to facilitate 
matters, members are asked to show 


their F. P. A. membership cards for ad- 
mission to the galleries at the $1.00 rate. 

The discussion will be broadcast by 
WEAF bcginning at 1:45. 
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WILSON’S WORK GOES ON 





OODROW WILSON is dead. But 

the ideals which he voiced for man- 
kind live. The world organization for 
which he, more than any other man, is 
responsible steadily gains in usefulness. 
European governments and peoples in- 
creasingly recognize in the League of 
Nations their chief hope of avoiding an- 
other continental holocaust. Among us 
popular hostility and misunderstanding 
of the League constantly diminish. 
Even a Republican administration quiet- 
ly, unobtrusively, and sometimes almost 
furtively, increases and strengthens its 
relationships to the League, as illustrated 
by the presence of U. S. Minister Grew 
at the meeting in Geneva this week of 
the League Commission on Land Disarm- 
ament. 


The growing power of the League in 
Europe cannot be gainsaid. The success 
of the Austrian receivership has made a 
similar program for Hungary inevitable, 
unless irreconcileable aristocrats like Ap- 
ponyi, through their intransigency, make 
this cooperative effort impossible. An 
American is expected to act as League 
Commissioner for Hungary, as Dr. Zim- 
merman is doing for Austria. 


Scan the League’s other activities dur- 
ing 1923: 


Decisions of the Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice; conferences on reduction of land 
armaments and on the reduction of naval arma- 
ments; registration of treaties and international 
agreements; the activities of the health organiza- 
tion, economic and financial organization and the 
Financial Adviser to the Albanian Government; 
the international conference on customs formali- 
ties; the second general conference on commun- 
ications and transit; the third session of the Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Cooperation; the activities 
of the High Commissioner for Danzig, of the 
Saar Commission and of the Commission on 
Mandates; reports received on protection of mi- 
norities in Lithuania, Poland and Albania; steps 
towards the solution of boundary disputes be- 


tween Poland and Lithuania, and Poland and 
Czecho-Slovakia; actions in reference to such so- 
cial and humanitarian questions as refugees, traf- 
fic in opium, traffic in women and children, the 
question of slavery and obscene publications. 

These illustrate how the League has be- 
come in fact a part of the very warp and 
woof of European and, to a somewhat 
less degree, of world relationships. 

Moreover, on January 27, Ramsay Mac- 
Donald, on behalf of the British Govern- 
ment, declared his unwavering faith in 
the League and his purpose to use it for 
the solution of the most critical problems 
which are dividing Europe. He said: 

“There lies the road to safety, and you may 
depend on it we will do everything in our power 
to strengthen and develop this noble and indis- 
pensable institution. We shall seek to lead other 
Governments toward the same fervent faith, for 
not only can the League of Nations render im- 
mense services for the material reconstruction 
of Europe but it contributes to develop that 
sentiment of international solidarity with which 
we wish to replace the detestable jealousies and 
national rivalries which separate peoples. 

“If the nations would only utilize the League 
of Nations it would render useless the ancient, 
hateful system of rival alliances, destined to 
maintain the equilibrium of Europe, but which 
in reality exasperate antagonisms and mutual 
fear until one fatal day war arrives. . . To doubt 
that the League of Nations can fulfill its mission 
is to anticipate new wars, condemn the world to 
suffering and our civilization to death. . .” 

“Certainly we wish the admission of Germany, 
and we intend to work at once for that end. The 
League of Nations must not remain the instru- 
ment of a few great powers, to which, for the 
sake of appearances, are added a few little coun- 
tries. The whole universe must assemble there 
to deliberate its business and settle its affairs by 
the rules of right and justice. We don’t want 
any more war. War must be made impossible.” 

Thus on the very day that it was an- 
nounced that Woodrow Wilson was fatal- 
ly ill, the spokesman of the British Em- 
pire declared his unqualified determina- 
tion to carry on the ideals and principles 
of the stricken American leader. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 








———— Page 





MacDonald and Poincaré 


T HE British and French Premiers 

have begun their relationship on the 
best possible basis. On January 26 Mac- 
Donald wrote a brief, frank and cordial 
note to Poincaré. He admitted the fact 
of differences between the two countries, 
that each leader had his own public 
opinion to reckon with and his own na- 
tional interests to serve and to protect, 
but expressed the hope that “‘we can be 
frank without being hostile and can de- 
fend our countries’ interest without being 
at enmity. Thus the Entente will be 
much more than a nominal thing and 
France and Great Britain can advance 
together to establish peace and security 
in Europe.” Three days later Poincaré 
replied in exactly similar vein. 


Britain Recognizes Russia 

yc conditions and in a simple 

and brief note, the Labor Govern- 
ment announced on February 1 its de jure 
recognition of the Soviet régime. Cou- 
pled with forma] recognition was an invi- 
tation to the Russian Government to send 
representatives to London at the earliest 
date empowered to discuss and embody 
in a complete treaty a solution of “all 
the questions outstanding between the 
two governments.” These include “the 
question of existing treaties,” the prob- 
lems of “the settlement of the existing 
claims by the Government and nationals 
of one party against the other and the 
restoration of Russian credit,” and all 
questions related to alleged propaganda 
activities. As was anticipated, this move 
evoked little opposition in Britain. On 
the contrary, the announcement was 
greeted in the stock market by a sudden 
rise in the value of the pound sterling. 
Austria has already followed Britain’s 
»xxample. Other and larger states are 
»xxpected soon to do likewise. 


German Credits Abroad 

HE British and American members 

of Sub-Committee Number 2 of the 
teparation Commission, of which Reg- 
nald McKenna, formerly British Chan- 
‘ellor of the Exchequer is Chairman, 
nave, according to a special correspon- 
dent, Arthur E. Mann, writing to the 
New York World from London, Febru- 
ary 5, reached the following conclusions 
in reference to the question of German 
capital and credits abroad: 

(1) that there is not as much German 
capital in foreign countries today as be- 
fore the war; (2) it is impossible to learn 
the exact amount of these holdings be- 
cause banks will] not divulge information 
and no government will pass legislation 
to compel them to doso. Moreover, Ger- 
man credits are often inextricably bound 
up with that of other nationals; (3) much 
of the German capital abroad is essen- 
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tial to legitimate German business; (4) 
the only policy to pursue, therefore, is 
to try to achieve a general] reparations 
settlement which would encourage the 
return to Germany of such capital as has 
fled the country for no legitimate busi- 
ness reason. The French delegates on 
the Committee are said not yet to have 
expressed any formal] disagreement with 
these opinions. 


Greek Government Recognized 


HE Government of Greece was offi- 

cially recognized on January 29 by 
the United States. This action, following 
a similar move by Great Britain a few 
days earlier, will probably tend to stabil- 
ize conditions in Athens, despite the res- 
ignation of Venizelos on the advice of his 
physicians, February 4. He has been suc- 
ceeded by M. Kafandiras, former Minis- 
ter of the Interior. 


Obregon Gains Strength 


HE Mexican news of the last week, 

though somewhat lacking in defi- 
niteness, indicates the waning power of 
the Revolutionists. Both in the West and 
in the East towards Vera Cruz the Fed- 
erals are extending their gains. Likewise 
in the Mexican Senate Obregon’s strength 
was made evident when, on February 2, 
the General Claims Convention between 
the United States and Mexico was rati- 
fied by the upper house. Final ratifica- 
tion, however, was only secured by the 
Government’s assenting to a reservation 
declaring that the Convention does not 
contain anything contrary to the “Gen- 
eral Constitution nor especially to Article 
27” (The nationalization article). 


Fall, Doheny and The F. P. A. 


HE shocking revelations of Albert B. 

Fall’s financial relations with the oil 
interests to which he as Secretary of the 
Interior ceded valuable oil reservations, 
recalls his attack on this Association 
(then the League of Free Nations Associ- 
ation) in the fall of 1919. Then, as 
Chairman of the Sub-committee on Mex- 
ico of the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, he subpoened three members of 
the special group of this Association, 
then actively opposing armed _inter- 
vention in Mexico. While our repre- 
sentatives were testifying, Mr. Doheny, 
who sat at the table with the Committee, 
through his attorneys who sat next to 


Senator Fall, virtually conducted the very 7 
harsh and unfair examination of our rep- § 
We find ourselves partic- 7 
ularly interested therefore in Mr. Do- © 


resentatives. 


heny’s testimony on February 2 that he 
had loaned Mr. Fall $100,000 without 
security because of services rendered by 
the latter, particularly “while he was 


or 


Chairman of the Committee to investi- | 


gate the Mexican Situation”’! 
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